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Our Servants and Ever-Present Friends,

THE A

By Evangelist

“Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for
them who shall be heirs of salvation?’—Heb. 1:14.

“The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear
him and delivereth them.”—Psalm 34:7. A

“For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in

They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest

all thy ways.

thou dash thy foot against a stone.”
“The beggar died, and was carried by the angelsr into Abraham’sr ]

bosom.” —Luke 16:22.

NGELS

John R. Rice

—Psalm 91:11, 12.

The Bible is so full of angels
that it is remarkable how little
Christian people know about them.
There is a perversity, a carnality,
a spiritual blindness, a tendency
to unbelief in the human race that
makes it hard to teach about in-
visible, miraculous things.

It is hard for human beings to
believe in salvation by grace in-
stead of works. People do not like
to believe in the supernatural: they
prefer the natural. Men prefer
time to eternity, prefer the seen
to the unseen. Men prefer to
be rational and believe only what
they see and understand instead
of being obedient, believing what
God has said!

Most men never saw an angel
and therefore do not believe in
angels. On the same ground, Nico-
demus did not believe in the mi-
raculous new birth. On that basis
the fool has said in his heart,
“There is no God.”

Who Saw Angels?

Angels appeared to Abraham.
To Lot and the men of Sodom.
To Jacob three times.

To Balaam.

To all the children of Israel.

To Gideon.

To the mother and father of
Samson, and many others in the
Old Testament.

Then in the New Testament:

The Angel Gabriel appeared to
Zacharias announcing the birth of
John the Baptist and striking
Zacharias dumb for his unbelief
(Luke 1:11-20). ;

The Angel Gabriel appeared to
Mary announcing the conception,
birth, Saviourhood and reign of
Christ (Luke 1:26-38).

An angel appeared to Joseph
(Matt. 1:20, 21).

The angel of the Lord appeared
to the shepherds to announce that
Jesus was born in Bethlehem, and
then “there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host
praising God, and saying, Glory
to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will toward men”
(Luke 2:8-14).

After the temptation of Jesus,
“behold, angels came and minis-

tered unto him” (Matthew 4:11).

Again when Christ was sorrow-
ful unto death in the Garden of |
Gethsemane ‘“there appeared an
angel unto him from heaven,
strengthening him” (Luke 22:43). |:

At the resurrection of Christ, |
an angel rolled back the stone
from the tomb, and the soldiers |
became as dead men (Matt. 28:
2-4).

Two angels announced the resur-
rection to the women (Matt. 28:
5-7; Mark 16:5-7; Luke 24:4-7;
John 20:11-13).

At the ascension of Christ, two
angels announced the second com-
ing (Acts 1:11).

Angels appeared to Peter and
John, released them from prison
and comforted them and sent them
back to preach (Acts 5:19, 20).

An angel in answer to the peo-
ple’s prayers released Peter from
prison (Acts 12:7-10).

The angel of the Lord instructed
Philip the evangelist (Acts 8:26).

An angel appeared to Cornelius
in answer to his prayers and gave
instructions for him to send for
Peter and hear words whereby he
should be saved (Acts 10:1-6).

An angel spoke to King Herod
and Kkilled him for his sinful pride.

An angel appeared to Paul at
night in the storm on board the
ship and comforted him (Acts 27:
23).

It is as clear as clear can be that
Bible Christians, particularly those
in the New Testament, had many
dealings with heavenly angels.

Who Are Angels?

Angels are real heavenly beings.
Hebrews 1:14 says,

“Are they mot all ministering
spirits, sent forth to minister for
them who shall be heirs of salva-|!
tion.” :

We are not to suppose that|.
saved people when they go to
Heaven become angels. Angels are
not redeemed by the blood of
Christ and even now we are only a
little lower than the angels (Heb.
2:6, 7). We are imperfect SONS.
The angels are perfect SERV-|:
ANTS. Eventually, saved people
will judge angels (I Cor. 6:3). The
angels are marvelously beautiful

(Page 10, please)




